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selves.  
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What has Self Advocates Becoming 
Empowered been working on? 

 

SABE spent the last months of 2009 
working with the Obama Administra-
tion and Justice for All on health care 
legislation.  We advocated for the 
Community First Choice option and 
the CLASS Act to be included in 
health care reform legislation. This 
includes self-directed services, people 
being supported in the community, 
and insurance coverage for people 
with disabilities who do not qualify 
for Medicaid.  We need to keep up 
the pressure for Health Care for All 
and not accept it not being approved by Congress. 

 

In 2010, we have been working on an employment initiative to hire people with disability at the fed-
eral, state and local levels. The unemployment rate for people without disabilities is around 9%; 
however the unemployment rate for people with disabilities is 14%. So watch for new initiatives 
that will provide opportunities for people with disabilities to work.  Also, make sure that you work 
with your Alliance of Full Participation State Teams on employment. The Alliance of Full Participa-
tion has opportunities for webinars on employment. (www.allianceforfullparticipation.org) 

 

With Easter Seals, we have sponsored four conference calls on family support and self advocacy. 
We encourage self advocacy groups and other organizations to participate. Conference call topics to 
date have included: family support, employment, being a part of the community, and inclusive and 
generic supports for individuals for individuals with autism.  Our self determination committee 
members attended the conference on family support held in Detroit February 19th and 20th. The 
focus of the conference was family support navigation with self advocacy being a major compo-
nent . (More info on page 5) 

 

We also filmed stories on self-determination at our board meeting in Decatur, Georgia in October 
2009.  Thanks for all of the help from our board members, People First of Georgia, and the Uni-
versity of Georgia. Stories will be on our website and the self-determination website soon.   

 

We are working with People First of Missouri and the University of Missouri-Kansas City Institute 
for Human Development in planning for the National Conference September 23-26, 2010. The 
theme is Jazz It Up in Kansas City-Feeling the Music of Self Advocacy. The conference will be SABEõs 
20th Anniversary.  See www.sabekc2010.org for more information. 

 

We are working with the Justice for All Network on the ADA celebration in July. Also, remember 
to Get Out and Vote in your local, state and national elections. It is important that our VOTES be 
counted. 

For an update on SABEõs  2010 

National Self Advocacy Confer-

ence, see page 8! 
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