SABE Board Meeting
Virtual
January 15, 2021 

Executive Officers
Bernard Baker		(Georgia)
Vicki Wray – 		(Colorado) absent
Eric McVay – 		(Maine)
David Taylor, Jr. 	(North Carolina)
Darrin Morris – 	(Arkansas)

Members Present:
Sarah Carmany		Michigan	
Diana Mairose			Ohio
Anne Fracht			Massachusetts
Gary Rubin			New Jersey
Roger Crome			Missouri
Melody Cooper 		Indiana	
Jason Billehus			Montana
Ryan Duncanwood  	California

Support Present:  Glenda Hyman, Juliana Huerena, Vicki Turnage, Essie Pederson, Teresa Moore, and Wendy Crome






Darren opened meeting with icebreaker: what are life improvements for 2021.
Diana – 	worry less
Darren –keep living safely in Arkansas
David-	kiss 2020 goodbye
Bernard-not get stressed so much
Sarah – 	go back to school
Eric – 	get back to normal; go back to meeting in person
Anne – looking for a new job and new apartment; lose weight
Gary – get back to normal
Roger- try to be more organized
Glenda – family history
Essie – 	really, really retire
Ryan-
Jason-	get car going; do more presentations on computer
Melody – be more present and be able to travel

Darrell Burton presented the Finance Report.  (See report)
Eric asked about future funding resources and getting people off the waiting list.   Graphs were shared from December 31, 2020.  The Memorial Fund in honor of Lecell Thompson was provided for updated donations.
A motion was made to accept the finance committee by Eric McVay and seconded by Diana Mairose.  The report was accepted unanimously.  

COVID – 19 Expressions
Bernard shared the importance of getting this out of the way and wanted members to express thought around COVID.  Bernard is concerned about the vaccine.  The stories that he is hearing about the vaccine are concerning.   He has lost family member and friends to COVID.  He wants things to get back to normal.  Eric McVay shared that it is important to stay at home because of COVID.  Mask are mandated in all public areas of Maine.  Jason shared that he is really concerned about people not wearing their mask.  Sarah does not like wearing the mask because “you can’t breathe, and it fogs up glasses”. Michigan is starting to slowly distribute the vaccine.   Diana has loss several friends.  Melody shared it has been a battle.  It has taken her Mom and husband.  She will be glad when it is over.  It came in March and Melody feels like she has been couped up inside for 11 months straight.  Anne said her state (Mass) has been one of the worse states.  You cannot enter anywhere without wearing a mask.  There are a few people that don’t have to wear mask, but police patrol now and will stop people if mask are not worn.  Face shields can be considered.  Gary says COVID has put him out of work in New Jersey.  It is getting ridiculous and so frustrating.  Darrin wants it to be over!  Arkansas is in the process of getting the vaccines.  He plans to consult with his physician regarding the vaccine.  There are still people who do not believe this is a real virus.  Essie shared that she took the experimental vaccine.  Emerging Therapy administered drugs to cope with her symptoms.  It has been hard to come back from for Essie.  Vicki T. shared that everyone needs to speak with physician.  Any vaccine that you take can have side effects.  It is the same concept as the pneumonia and flu shots.  Speak to your physician regarding your situations. 
David is going to get the vaccine.  Glenda shared that SC is not as organized with vaccine distribution and is backlogged for receiving the vaccine in her local county. It should not be difficult to get the vaccine if you want to take the vaccine.  People are experiencing difficulties with registration.  Teresa said that it is important for people to get people with disabilities on the priority list then contact some of the DD networks.           

Riots in DC
Teresa reported on behalf of the executive committee, it is important to not bring name calling into the issue and improve the laws to promote nonviolence protest.  Voting should not be used as an object to insight violence.  On the SARTAC zoom meeting this week, there have been discussions and recommendations around the subject.  Teresa read position statements around voting that was gathered from self-advocates through grassroot meeting.  The riots started with the states thinking that people were not allowed to do certain things causing suits.  Voting should be our safest place to share what is important and tell about our situations.  Vicki T. shared that SABE has written position statements in the past.  Now we are just taking a position statement to have SABE speak to the issue on the importance of voting in lieu of how the nation is troubled with voting based on the recent election.   Teresa shared that the position statement will be from self-advocates across the nation as well as self- advocate groups.  
GO Voter Report
A summary was given on the voting survey:
North Carolina completed the most surveys.
Ohio and New York were runner ups.  North Carolina will receive 2 free registrations at the next conference while Ohio and New York will receive respectively, 1 registration each.   Teresa thanked everyone for participating and encouraged everyone to share thoughts on improving the way surveys can be captured. 
Distance training was also introduced for Go Voter.  We encourage members to send stories on what your state is doing around voting.  Please participate in the facebook page.  Eric McVay accepted the motion.  Seconded by Gary Rubin.  The report was accepted unanimously by members.   

Sartac Report
Technology Assistance and Fellows
Teresa shared information on different stories on the Technology project.    
Housing Authority – share with people how to gain better housing opportunities.
Everyday Artist – teaches people how to do art online
Fellows have done 98 online meetings this year! ! !
Self advocacy Advisory Committee has done a new tool kit and is on SARTAC website.  SARTAC will be doing more work on plain language and making tools friendlier. 
There will be discussion on the civil rights movement.  The fellows will make their presentations in March. 
Another idea will be to pick a month to find out what regions are doing around self- advocacy.
David suggested zoom better for him rather than go to meeting.  SABE will check into options to see which will be best for organization.  There are safeguards in place to keep people from displaying behavior.   Diana Mairose made the motion to accept.  Jason seconded the motion.
The vote was unanimously accepted by members.    
Guardianship Project
Melody and Darrin reported information on guardianship across the country.  They are happy to be a part of the project and appreciate the opportunity.  It is important for us to educate young people on this issue.  We are working on getting applications out and getting others to participate.  We want the young people to understand their rights around picking a guardian or having alternatives to have as a resource.  Melody and Darren will be playing a large leadership role along with the University of Massachusetts.  There will be some technical assistance from other states ensuring the youth are involved.   A motion was made by David Taylor, Jr and Jason seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimously accepted by members.  

No SABE meetings in April 2021.
2021 SABE Board Meeting Schedule:
March 25, 2021 – Executive Meeting
March 26, 2021 – Board Meeting
July 8, 2021 – Executive Meeting
July 9, 2021 – Board Meeting
October 28, 2021 – Executive Meeting
October 29, 2021- Board Meeting
      
Policy Seminar is scheduled for April 19-21, 2021.

Meeting closed at 3:20 pm.  Adjourned

  

   








