SABE Board Meeting
Phoenix, Arizona
January 13-14, 2023

Executive Members Present
Bernard Baker 	(Georgia)
Vicki Wray 		(Colorado)
Eric McVay		(Maine)
Darren Morris      (Arkansas)
David Taylor, Jr	(North Carolina)

Members present:
Anne Fracht			(Mass)
Jason Billehus		(Montana)
Ryan Duncanwood 	(California
Nancy Ward			(Oklahoma)
Julian Wang 			(Colorado)
Sarah Carmany		(Michigan)
Roger Crome			(Missouri)
Melody Cooper		(Indiana)		

Advisors/Support/Guest:  Tom Masseau, Glenda Hyman, Heidi Haines, Allison Hall, Renee Hall, Julian Huerena, Vicki Turnage, La Shonda Hines, Tia Nelis, Bill Lucero, Taylor Lang, Teresa Moore, Chaqueta Stuckey, Becky Shields, andTaylor Wilson
 
Bernard welcomed everyone and started introductions.  He also shared with members to keep him in the loop of any issues around SABE.   
New Grants
Tia discussed the Borealis Project.  Tash will work with SABE to work on several bills and issues in support of several job opportunities.  We must make sure we are advocating for policies.  We must make sure everything is in easy-to-read formats, making sure the disability voice is heard.  It is a good opportunity for SABE and TASH.  There are big plans and activities that will impact people with disabilities. This grant will last only for a year.  Hezzy has agreed to work with policy for support.  
 
Hezzy Smith, Harvard Law School – HPOD (Virtual Call).  Hezzy shared project is a research opportunity.  They are proposing to work with SABE on HCBS.  We are interested in SABE because self-advocates talk to each other.  According to Anne, self-advocates are tired of other people doing surveys on people, but not really knowing what the real issues are, but thinking they know what issues are.  This is a financial partnership in collaboration with support of the report.  SABE will be given a $10,000 grant.  If you do participate in a project, they will be supported.  Eric McVay made a motion to accept, and Nancy Ward seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimously accepted.   
HCBS mini grant project
Teresa Moore discussed mini grant. She shared the ASAN tool kit as a guide and support in participation of the HCBS mini grant.  The grant will be there to help states get better on understanding what they can ask for under the HCBS waiver.  States will be given mini grants for participation.  It will start with HCBS waiver training to educate people about this service.  ACL leadership will also be pushing this concept.  It is important for people to know what they need and voice the needs of people with IDD.  Every state encouraged to apply for the applications.  
Local Health and Vaccine Information Outreach mini grant project. 
Teresa explained this mini grant brings vaccine awareness while working together to increase through the development of resources and personal experiences around the vaccine.  It also includes all the outreach material to do education around all the different versions of COVID. This could be done through video, events, and other activities.  COVID is still very important information to get out because it is still taking lives.  All states who have applied are welcome to apply for the second-year project continuation as another mini grant opportunity.  
Plain Language Grant 
Teresa shared Plain Language is not a cash grant, but an opportunity. This one will involve being part of a team and working with them in gathering 3-5 self-advocates to look at documents that can be translated.  It will be about getting self-advocates to be able to translate documents in each state.  This is another layer of learning.  The big question is ….is the document friendly enough for people to understand information.  You have a lead person, support person, and self-advocates to determine if the document is ready.  This community of practice will help with making sure that this information is translated.  It will give people an opportunity, a skill that people can learn to do.  Past fellows have agreed to be reviewers. 


Update on Fellowships
Teresa reported there are 26 applications that are considering fellowship.  A SARTAC fellow gets 5,000 to do their project.  We are looking for 6 fellows.  This is a great learning experience.
CLEC – funded by Brandies University.  It is a grant around increasing diversity, people of color to participate.              
Bridges Partnership Grant – this grant is with the National Disability Council with Eric McVay, Tom Masseau, and Tia Nelis participating.   The application is due by January 17, 2023, and a decision around January 31 will be made.  SABE will get funding for participating.      
State of the States in Intellectual Developmental Disabilities - this survey will collect information in the state to tell us how much money is spent on people with intellectual disabilities for the things we need.  It shares information about people in their community and how each state spends money on people with IDD.    Nancy suggested people need to share about how their lives are going.  The information is published and shared with the DD network groups.  Google state of the state to see information online. A request will be made with Shea to send books for the next SABE meeting.
Interviews were conducted with potential advisors: 
Renee Hall (Michigan)
Allison Hall (Arizona) 
1. Tell us a little about yourself.
2. What work have you done around self-advocacy? 
3. How long have you been doing self-advocacy? 
4.   Are you familiar with Nothing About Us, Without Us and what do you think about it?
5.   If you disagree with something that the board wants to do, what would you do?
6.   Who do you think is in control of the meeting?
7. How do you support resolving conflict?
8. What are issues around SABE that you are familiar with?
Members evaluated interviews and voted on each candidate. The members voted unanimously for both candidates.  



Members broke out into the committee groups:
1. Grassroots
2. By-Laws
3. Legislative
4. Public Relations
5. Finance 
After committees were finished, members were asked to share an opportunity to record thoughts around voting and surveys.  

Day II
Bernard asked for introductions by all members, advisors and support.  
Committee Reports
Policy and Legislative – by Jason Billehus
Members: Bernard Baker, Jason Billehus, Ryan Duncanwood, Melody Cooper, Sarah Carmany, Heidi Haines   
Marriage Penalty “I am Sam” movie.  



By-Laws Governance by Eric McVay
Members: Bernard Baker, Eric McVay, Roger Crome, Tom Masseau  

Discussed work on the bylaws.
Grassroots by Anne Fracht (See Letter of Support)
Members:  Darren Morris, Anne Fracht, David Taylor, Jr.,  Nancy Ward, and Glenda Hyman

Discussed presenting a letter to ask providers to help educate self-advocates on HCBS.
The is under consideration to be sent through national organizations, DD Network, and others to share the letter.  It can also be put on the SABE face book page, “SABE ask for Call of Support.”  Nancy suggested putting the rule settings in plain language.   Tia suggested a press conference asking for people to join us to act. SABE has  real history of HCBS.  It came through a white paper around things in the setting rules.  It is now being enforced.  The press event needs to happen in February.  








Finance Report (See Financial Report) 
Members:  Darren Morris, Vicki Turnage, Darrin Morris, Tom Masseau  
  
Information still needs to be sent to the auditor.
There are new grants and money coming in.
Form 990 date of processing has been extended to May 15, 2023. Reviewed banks statements.  The 
Ohio Registration was renewed which was completed in December 2022. Sam.gov registration was defined as a federal government entity that secures money is going to the right groups.  SABE must register.
The motion was accepted by Eric McVay and David Taylor, Jr. seconded.  The members accepted unanimously.  

Public Relations: by Bill Lucero
Members:  Vicki Wray, Teresa Moore, Julian Wang, Chaqueta Stuckey, Bill Lucero, and Julian Huerena. 
  
Discussed the update of the webpage and will be adding new videos.  They are decluttering the website and need to up upgrade in many areas such as go voters and SARTAC, CDC and so on.  Any recent news will be added to the page.  Looking for widget.  The national map will be upgraded for interactive mode. 
                   
Sibling (SLN) Report: by Eric McVay
SLN is in transition as Katie Arnold has stepped down and Amy Holmes has stepped in.  They are planning the national conference with the Canadian siblings’ network.   

CIVIC Report: by Julian Wang
Members:  Julian Wang, Sarah Carmany and Melody Cooper, Tom Masseau, Renee Hall  

Teaches youth that are 15-26 and is a five-year grant.  Looking for new states to participate in this youth ambassadorship.  They do monthly check-ins after participating.  Some of the great things that have happened are talking to a judge about alternative guardianship, and social media around guardianship. We want to do more peer-to-peer mentoring.  Four staff are from Sabe, along with others who are involved.  There are a variety of people helping to put the information out. GA, Wis, and VT were the first states to participate.  New states participating are:  NJ, OR, ID, MI, and SC.   It was suggested that the work be posted on SABE and SARTAC websites.  Proud of the efforts of getting brand new self-advocates involved with movement. It has been great finding other youth to find their voice.    


Talking Points on Conference  
Eric McVay shared that SABE do their own conference instead of partnering with states.  This all means that SABE would oversee the conference.  In the past, it has been done where states would bid on having the conference. Vicki Turnage and Heidi Haines shared experience of conference planning.  The conference needs to take place in 2024.  We should look at states that are not as demanding for hosting conferences since there is so little time to plan.  A conference committee will be established.  Renee Hall and Allison Hall will chair-co-chair the conference committee.  David Taylor Jr., Ryan Duncanwood, Melody Cooper, Bernard Baker, Sarah Carmany, and Vicki Turnage.  

Elections
It was made clear that elections will happen when there is a national conference. 
By- laws say we cannot do election outside of the conference.  The language will be changed on the application.   Julian suggested there be a listing of where the openings are, and Tom read off openings as follows.


Region 1   (1 member and 2 alternates)
Region 2   ( 1 member and 2 alternates)
Region 3  (2 alternates)
Region 4  (1 member and 1 alternate)
Region 5  (1 alternate) 
Region 6  (1 alternate) 
Region 7  (1 member and 2 alternates)
Region 8  (Full)
Region 9  (2 alternates)

Press Committee:
Ann Fracht
Nancy Ward
Darren Morris
Eric McVay
Chaqueta Stuckey
Tia Nelis
Tom Masseau – Support
Glenda Hyman – Support

Eric made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Sarah Carmany seconded.   

 

       
   

